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Sometimes friendly, sometimes hostile, always
complicated, the relationship between Britain and
Germany has been of central importance to the United
Kingdom’s relations with continental Europe since the
end of the nineteenth century. No other modern
European state has inspired such a variety of responses
– fear, admiration, envy, and revulsion – or been
regarded by turns as such a valued partner or deadly
enemy. Nor has any other relationship had such an
enduring fascination for historians.
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